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JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Krasilovsky, Phyllis Doubleday 
THE VERY LITTLE GIRL $1.50 


Quite a delightfully demure book about growing up, whose illustrations by 
Ninon are tastefully touched with pink and green. Everything about this little girl 


makes being little just right and then---- suddenly beginning to get bigger a great big 
thrill. Tiny indeed, at first she's smaller than the kitchen stool, can't see over the 


garden fence, has a special chair to sit on. Ome day she reaches the fish bowl, the 
reverse slowly happens and she incidentally gets out of the same size class as her 
ubiquitous little dachshund. Fine for aging- neat as a stick of striped candy, pink 
and green. (Publ. IC: 53-5289) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Sterling, Dorothy Doubleday 
BILLY GOES EXPLORING $2.00 


* Give little boys this to look at and they'll be clamouring to get out and 


take walks anywhere. The photographs by Myron Ehrenberg, splendidly integrated with an 


imaginative text, are well lighted pictures, their blacks and whites evocative of the 


“colors Billy sees during his morning walk in the country. They show him, excited with 


the idea that he's the great explorer Sir William Brown, as he wends his way through 
the forest, down to the shore, past the cow pasture, to a pond where an irritated duck 
nips him, as he gathers odds and ends for his museum along the way. Thrilled with all 
he's seen, a wonderful lunch and his mother's receptive ear are waiting for him at 
home. (Publ. LC: 53-5280) 


Juergens, Mary- Adapted by Grosset & Dunlap 
THE BIG BOOK OF FAVORITE BIBLE STORIES $1.00 


Sixteen Old Testament stories and five from the Gospel story compass a good 
selection of favorite stories. But somehow, neither in the adaptations nor in the ac- 
companying illustrations by Felix Palm is there any hint of the beauty, the dig- 
nity, the rightness that are integral to the stories themselves. The text while pared 
down in length lacks the dignity of simplicity. The pictures in conception as well as 
execution are garish, tawdry and cheap- with types, particularly among children, that 


defy any remote suggestion of responsibility in conveying a true sense of place or time. 
They would be more appropriate for billboard advertising a decade ago. Pass up. (Publ.) 


Yonder, Books. Wonder Books, Inc. 
‘Publ. Paper over board; ea. 25¢ 


House, Wanda Rogers- PETER GOES TO SCHOOL- After the excitement of anticipa- 
tory preparations, a skimpy breakfast etc., Peter suddenly balks at the school door. 
But the kids inside are having a parade which looks inviting, so he joins it and is set 
up for the rest of a happy day. Hal Doremus' colored pictures have a therapeutic value 
which will also help to calm qualms. 


Raphael, Ralph B.- WATER, WATER, EVERYWHERE- A rhythmical line-a-page text and 


big, close-up, imaginative pictures by Art Seiden make a beguiling catalogue of water's 
accomplishments. Water's wonderful for swimming, putting out fires, dishes, and "just 
think-- Water's lovely, just to drink:” Natch! 
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EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION May 1, 1953 


-290- 
Little, Brown 


SONG OF THE HONDA $2.50 


The honda is a sling,like David's,used by Andean Indians,and the song is the brai- S$ 
ded rope's whirr as the Peruvian shepherd boy Tomo has occasion to use it throughout his 
Tomo's story is one of growth to manhood and a desire for something better than 
For at twelve he shows signs, on his Indian bamboo pipes and 
flute, of true musicianship and when given the choice of occupations would rather keep 
to herding where he can be alone to think and dream than to help his father with the 
farm. Adventure comes with the maneuverings of the bandit Black Dan and culminates when 
Tomo helps to capture him before he raids a nearby mine that belongs to Tomo's American 
godfather. He is rewarded by his godfather with the promise that he will be sent to 
school in Lima. The chapters are inclined to jerk along with an overload of incidents 
but the imbalance is compensated for by a smooth plot and rich detail. Strong design in 
the drawings by Frank Nicholas make the mountain scenes ring true. (7/9 LC: 53-7302) 


Lee, Rector Laurence 


story. 
the Indian way of life. 


Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 


Torjesen, Elizabeth 
CAPTAIN RAMSEY'S DAUGHTER $2.50 


Nantucket in the 1830's and the home side of whaling life background a spiri- 
ted story of loss and new hope and a young girl's eager yet fearsome journey to Boston. 
Fine scene setting and dialogue tell of the Ramsey's thirteen year old Jenny who would 
rather study than do housework, her worried patient mother, Richard who wants to go to 
sea too soon, studious Charles, and Elihu who returns suddenly to tell them all that his 
father's ship went down in the south Pacific and that his rescue was doubtful. With 
Elihu comes Will Adams who must sail again soon and entrusts Jenny with a piece of amber- 
gris to take to his wife in Boston. On the trip north that is fraught with narrow es- 
capes, Jenny gets wind of leads to her father's whereabouts and she returns with the news 
that he's safe on Tinian. Adrienne Adams' clean sketches add atmospheric touches. @ 


(Publ. LC: 53-6754) 


Wilcox & Follett 


Hoff, Carol 
JOHNNY TEXAS ON THE SAN ANTONIO ROAD $2 .95 

* A splendid sequel to the Charles W. Follett award winner, Joznny Texas (1950, 
p. 278). Johnny, now in his early teens, finds himself entrusted with a deed that will 
take all his wisdom and courage besides bringing him many steps further along the road 
to manhood. When his father breaks a leg in a fall from his mill, it is Johnny who must 
drive south to Mexico with a load of corn meal to deliver to Senor Alvarez in a small 
border town. The hazards and beauties of his journey south do many things to Johnny- 
they bring him new concepts of people and nature, a sense of history as a visit to the 
Alamo reminds him of his father's duty with Houston's troops, and prepare him for the 
more dangerous journey home. For when kindly Senor Alvarez has paid Johnny the gold and 
sent him on his way, he is accosted by an older boy Jed apparently stranded who asks a 
lift to San Antonio. Johnny's slow realization of Jed's crooked intent is chilling, and 
the outcome a rewarding climax. The black and white drawings by Earl Sherwan firmly ac- 


cent a good story. (Publ.) 
EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Sig freasure Books Grosset & Dunlap 
Publ. Paper over board; $1.00 


Stewart, Scott- THE BIG BOOK OF REAL STREAMLINERS- Sharply detailed, photo- 
graphic colored drawings by George J. Zaffo and the author's neatly outlined text give a 
good cross section- physical and historical- of our modern railroad cars. Some basic & 
differences between early and present day cars are the background for double page spreads 
on today's baggage and post office, diesel, sleeping and pleasure cars. And labelled 
diagrams of locomotive parts, steps in construction and different trainman jobs round out 


an ample core of information. (Publ.) 
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May 1, 1953 TWELVE TO SIXTEEN-FICTION -291- 


As a result of our. recent thinking about reading levels. and corresbonding 
age groups and with your. permission we are inaugurating a new policy witi this. 1ssue 
It is. in line with the conclusion- that from the age of sixteen, young people should 
be ready for. anything. and reading for, them can no longer be strictly supervised. From 
now on, our. twelve to sixteen sections will consider what we have previously thought 
of as. young adult books In them, all juveniles. for the ages of twelve and above will 
be. given full reports. But should they be of the emotional or factual depth that would 
appeal to older readers.as.well, we will relist them in the sections. headed "young 
adult". still to be reserved for. the condensed reports. of books, from the regular fic- 
tion and non-fiction parts. of the Pulletin, that we consider valuable for readers. in the 
‘teens. Thus, the difference between the twelve to sixteen and young adult level is 
one of extension rather. than degree 

Schmidt, Sarah Lindsay Abelard 
THIS IS MY HERITAGE $2.50 


This is quite a complicated novel about a serious problem- settling arid 
land in Colorado and bringing in D.P.'s as prospective owners in the face of stiff 
local prejudices. In spite of too lengthy explanations it is well handled. As pro- 
tagonist, the young war veteran, Scott Bradford, comes to Dry Creek with the obligation 
of carrying out his dead brother Bill's plan of irrigating by electrically run wells 
and bringing in settlers. Working against him in a task he must struggle to identify 
as his own, are the powerful, narrow minded old August Wehrle who owns much of the land 
around Scott's, the townspeople themselves and crooked Sol Price, a real estate agent 
who manages ironically to twist August's aims against himself. Struggling with pro- 
blems like those of the Japanese George Yamasaki's, the Mexican Edmundo Chavez', both 
threatened with contrived dispossession, Scott finds support from the Hammonds, who had 
seen Bill's idea grow, and from his best friend, Harry Lechner, Wehrle's disturbed 
grandson. With the wells at last under construction, Wehrle dies repenting of his mis- 
guided refusals to cooperate and the way is open to Scott's life work which is made 
doubly happy with Polly Hammond's promise to be his wife. Worthy. (5/11) 


Mays, Victor Houghton, Mifflin 
FAST IRON $2.50 


* A promising first novel, illustrated with feeling by the author, makes us : 
hope he'll go on to bigger and better things. It's about whaling in the early 1800's 
and specifically it is the tale of young Eph Wheeler who is shanghaied out of New Bed- 
ford for a trans-Atlantic voyage that takes him to Cap Verde and to Pernambuco. A 
farmboy, Eph has to learn from scratch and as he does so, the reader learns naturally 
with him, waiting eagerly as does Eph, for his first time out in one of the small whale 
boats and for the unexpected, near tragic events that follow. The emotions of the crew 
and especially the changing relationship between Eph and his nasty working mate Fuller, 
who later saves his life, are handled with a skill that creates suspense and springs 
from sensitive observation of ship life. Shallow in spots, this kind of writing has the 
healthy depths that denote clear sailing in the future, and the splendid pictures are 
distinctively dramatic. (Publ. LC: 52-11455) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN-NON-FICTION 


‘Ross, Frank, Jr. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
FLYING WINDMILLS $2.75 


Helicopters, their history, uses and inner workings get an extensive and re- 
liable once over in this readable treatise, along with photographs. Beginning with 
the Chinese top invented centuries ago, Mr. Ross launches into legends about flying, 
the first actual scientific notations of Roger Bacon and Leonardo, the fantastic bal- 
loons and the “steam air-liner" of Montgolfier and Landelles. The past sets the stage 
for the present and continuing with the first more serious trials of the Spaniard 
Cierva in the 20's and later of Sikorsky, we are brought neatly up to modern day deve- 
lopments. A whole chapter on the future prophesies marvels like helicopter air liners, 
and the rocket powered one man machine, some of which are now under development. (Publ.) 
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Schmidt, Sarah Lindsay Abelard 
THIS IS MY HERITAGE $2.50 
(See report in 12- 16 section.) @ 
NON- FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 
Marsland, Anitra M. Abelard 
I MARRIED A BOAT $3.00 


A lively life dedicated to sailing began with the honeymoon, a canoe and a 
primitive sail that inaugurated some twenty years of proving boat after boat. East and 
west coast navigating, the approach to accomplished seamanship, learning fastest through 
errors, acquiring boat necessities- all add up to a feeling that excludes regret, in a 
book to delight the water borne for whom boats are a family project. (Full report on 


p. 284. Publ. LC: 53-6808) 


Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 


Ross, Frank, Jr. 
FLYING WINDMILLS $2.75 


(See report in 12 - 16 section.) 


PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Jackson, Shirley Farrar, Straus & Young 
LIFE AMONG THE SAVAGES $3.00 


* Some scattered family pieces from magazine appearance, make up a family fresco 
of unexpected relaxed charm and occasional high humor. Fights, emergencies, new births, 
first schools- in a New England setting- all these and more, make a casual chronicle of 
a haphazard household. You'll like it. (Full report on p. 282; 6/22; LC: 53-7087) 


Redlich, Fritz, M. D. Knopf @ 
& Bingham, June THE INSIDE STORY $3.75 


Here at last is a book which explains with a maximum of humor and a minimum of 
terminology just what psychiatry is about, what it attempts to accomplish, and what it 
has to do with everyday life. Cartoons by well-knowns point up a readable text that 
deals with basic urges, anxiety, will power and knowledge, etc. A comparative glossary 
and bibliography top it off. Reliable. (Full report on p. 246. 5/18 LC: 52-12211) 


Kamarovsky, Mirra Little, Brown 
WOMEN IN THE MODERN WORLD $4.00 


Sub-titled, “Their Education and Their Dilemmas", this is a social study and 
an attempt to reconcile the academic influences and incentives a girl receives with her 
eventual destiny- marriage and maternity. Challenging neo-feminists, psychiatrists, etc. 
the evidence reveals the traditional stereotypes which run afoul of current realities and 
reaches towards a compromise education that supplements liberal arts with an adequate 
preparation for marriage and citizenship. For girls too! (Full report on p. 249. 6/4) 


Bullingham, Ann St. Martin's Press 
PENELOPE $2.50 


Home truths from the schoolroom, in English accent, are parroted by little 
Penelope Parker and retailed not only to her parents but also the neighbors. Her reports 
picture the clash between Miss Smith, the church, the school managers and the whole 
modern approach to learning versus the tried and true process. An avid little account of 





rural England's educational battlefront that adds up to an indictment of current pedagogy. ®@ 
(Full report on p. 275; 6/16) 





